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“Change is the only constant in life!” 

The last few years we have found it increasingly difficult to enlist new members, volunteers, etc. This 
has caused Nita Kaminski and Ed Morgan to work out a deal with the Kent City Library Staff to help 
with the work to be done in an effort to ensure sustainability of the Museum and Society.  What we 
have been able to agree on is giving up some museum space so the library will have a place to offer 
programs to KDL patrons, hold meetings, etc. The museum will be able to display our local 
collection.  
 
In the distant future the library staff would become the primary workers with our collection. The 
society currently has a considerable backlog of material which we need to catalog and file. Once we 
have that completed, we plan on the library becoming more involved with the collection.  The 
Historical Society plans to continue with the Facebook group page, business meetings, newsletter 
etc. The library will be able to offer much to the Society to accomplish the work needed to be done in 
the future.  
 
A few years ago- when Chris Brown was closing her shop across the street from the Museum and 
Library before she sold the building- the Historical Society bought quite a few articles from her at a 
greatly reduced price, that had no connection to the local area. To reduce the area we use for exhibits 
and to give the library space, we are going to store much of this material. Some has been put in the 
basement of the Museum and a large amount of the smaller things are on the shelving in the storage 
room near the basement entrance. These things will be used periodically when we change out 
displays. We plan to display every item we have that has a local connection.  
 
And, for brevity’s sake, here’s a quick bullet-point list of some (not all) of the reasons we have sought 
the library's help: 
  

 Sustainability of the society and museum.  
 Assistance with digitizing material 

o For preservation 
o Providing a cataloging system 
o Provide easy web access to the community. 
o Use of KDL software.  
o Scans of photos and documents will be displayed in the library.  
o Volunteers will be able to be recruited by the KDL Volunteer Coordinator.  

 
 Increased space for meetings and programs for the library as well as community groups such 

as the sewing group, study club, etc. 
  
Nita and I mailed out a letter explaining all these things about a month ago to people who have 
attended the business meetings over the past couple of years and voted. We had a yes and no ballot 
attached to it and sent this with a S.A.S.E so we got them all back and everyone agreed to do this.  

  
 



When the weather is as cold as it has been this winter, I always love 
to have a kettle of soup simmering on the stove as the snow is falling 
outside.  This has been an old-fashioned Michigan winter- I think we all can 
agree and there’s nothing like a bowl of homemade soup on a winter’s day.   
 

 
 
For the recipe corner this issue I pulled out the 
old Chapel Hill recipe book “Recipes from Then to Now”.  Sadly, Chapel 
Hill Church has closed its doors but we still have the old cookbooks and 
memories of the many events and weddings that we attended there.  The 
cookbook was compiled by the “Impatiens Circle” -a Chapel Hill ladies’ 
group.  I fondly remember waiting on many of the members of that ladies’ 
group at the bank. 
 
This soup recipe is from the cookbook- that I have made before- from 
Karen Edgar. Karen is the wife of George Edgar who became President 
of the Kent City State Bank when Robert Kriger retired.  The soup is 
called “Hamburger Soup” and is very good and easy to make.  Give it a 

try on a cold day and I’m sure you won’t be disappointed. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Meetings are 2nd Thursday of the month at 1:00pm 
starting in April & are subject to change 

 
 

“Nita’s Recipe Corner” 
 

Karen Edgar’s Hamburger Soup 
1 pound ground beef 
5 cups water 
1 (16 oz) can or jar of tomatoes (don’t drain) 
1 cup chopped onions 
1 cup sliced carrots 
1 cup chopped celery 
1/3 cup pearl barley (optional) 
¼ cup ketchup 
1 Tablespoon beef bouillon or 2-3 cubes 
2 teaspoons seasoned salt 
1 teaspoon dried basil, crushed 
1 bay leaf 
salt & pepper to taste, if needed 
 

 

 
In a large kettle or dutch-oven, 
brown the ground beef.  Drain 
off any excess fat.  Add the 
rest of ingredients and bring to 
a boil.  Reduce heat & simmer 
covered for one hour or until 
vegetables are tender.  Season 
to taste with salt & pepper if 
necessary.  Remove bay leaf & 
serve. 
 

 



“The Canadian emigration to Casnovia Township began in 1867, when David Bartrand moved 
his sawmill from Ontario (Canada) to a point three miles from Casnovia. To the west, James Allen 
came and set up his Blacksmith Shop, a store sprang up and Canada Corners was underway. Others 
included the Fralighs (Fraleighs) McGinnis, Bearse, and Neff families.  

The Hanna family came one and two at a time, 
beginning in the early 1860’s, until all six brothers and one 
sister were located in the village (Casnovia) or the township. 
Thomas Hanna settled at Canada Corners where he raised a 
family. Robert Hanna started a sawmill in 1875, in Casnovia 
and later a pump factory and cider mill. “ (Page 38.)  

“D. Bartram (Bartrand) brought from Lambton County, 
Ontario, Canada in 1867, a saw and shingle mill, which was 
burned down March 1890, rebuilt the same year and sawing 
about a half million feet of lumber and a million of shingles, 
located at Canada Corners.” (Page 40).  
 
Source: Charlotte Hersey manuscript. Pages 38 and 40.  
 

Allen McInnis settled at Canada Corners in 1866. He 
had been born in Scotland in 1822 and settled in Ontario, Canada in 1846. Then came on to Canada 
Corners.  

Charles Fraligh (Fraleigh) was born in 1823 in Ontario, Canada and settled at Canada Corners 
in 1868. 

Other families who came from Canada and settled in the area are the Misner’s and the 
Perrin’s. 
 

Canada Corners School 1913 (Cleo Wright owned & turned into a home where his family lived.) 

Canada Corner School. Dated 1 May, 1913. The teacher is Fannie Boozer. (1.) Emma Fox. (2.) 
Clifford Muma. (3.) Luke White. (4.) Esther Lax. (5.) (6.) Margarite Muma. (7.) Nettie Wescott. (8.) 
Thelma Shue. (9.) Clare Ransom. (10.) (11.) Florence Preston. (12.) (13.) Mina Muma. (14.) (15.) 
Anna Preston. (16.) Helen Wescott. (17.) Hugh Westcott. (18.) Lowell Shue. (19.) Clinton Muma. (20. 
Clark Muma. (21.) Bernice Muma. (22.) Carl Reister. (23.) George Reister. (24.) Emma Lux. (25.) 
Bernice Rull Rusco.    



If anyone can help with further information on the class picture dated ’43 or ’44, or corrections of 
identifications with all the school photos in this issue, please share! 

                           Canada Corners School 1943 or 1944 (Zella Clute-Teacher) 

 

Back row left to right: (1.) (Al O'Donnel. (2.) Duane Muma. (3.) Mary Hill . (4.) Louise Shue. (5.) Keith 
Ford. (6.) Anne Fraleigh Eck. (7.) Minnie Ford Pant. (8.) Dick Kosheba. (9.) Pauline Brisbin Doane. 
Middle Row: (1.) Peggy O'Donnel. (2.) Paul Shue. (3.) Mary Kosheba. (4.) Linda Shue.(5.) Pat St. 
Amour. (6.) ?. St Amour.(7.) Jack Kurnat. (8.) ??. (9.) Adeline Ford.  
Front row: (1.) ??. (2.) Ruthann Muma, (3.) Lloyd ? Rusco  (4.) John Kent. (5.)?? (6.) Karen St. 
Amour. (7.) Karen Witt. (8.) June Wood.  

Canada Corners School 1949 


